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GRAPEVINE 
Material for the May/June issue of the Grapevine should be with the 

Editor immediately after the service on Sunday 29 April for 

publication and uplift by the congregational visitors from Sunday 6 

May. 

 

REGISTER ~ Deaths 
Since the last Grapevine we have lost to our membership  

Miss Anna Gilchrist and Mrs Elizabeth Buxey 

Our prayers and sympanthy to both families and friends. 
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PASTORAL LETTER 
It was great to have Andrew lead a Baptism recently - good to see him 

and Vicky.  It's been more than two years since Andrew left Dundee 

West and as at the present time we still can't call a new Minister.  We 

do expect that this will change by the end of April with an update of 

the Presbytery plan. 

 

The Dundee West profile has been drafted and updated for agreement 

at the Session as a first step.  But, there will be some preliminary 

meetings required after Presbytery permission is given before any 

advert can be issued.  But, here is hoping! 

 

Yet, this will just be the start as the number of Minister vacancies in 

Scotland is increasing all the time.  This means that Presbytery will 

limit the time given to call before a review is required.  These are 

challenging times in the Church of Scotland. 

 

The constant in all of this is that the ministry of Jesus continues - it 

has never stopped. 

• The Roseangle Kitchen Cafe is open and provides a place of 

welcome for all, including many volunteers, with some of them 

coming from the city council's project supporting people with 

learning difficulties to engage in the wider community; 

• New activities such as Making Dundee Home Fridays also 

provides a welcome, encourages relationships and helps some 

who struggle to move their lives forward in positive ways; 

• Established activities like the Girl's Brigade and the Brownies 

have strong leadership teams providing fun and learning for 

young girls; 

• The Guild continues to encourage warm fellowship, learning 

and contributes to the life of the church through organising and 

contributing to key events; 
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• The new mobile phone equipment in the spire will bring in 

additional income; 

• We will complete the Sheila Tennant Awards during 2018 in 

ways that again benefit local projects assisting people who are 

struggling to cope; 

• Church groups focusing on worship, pastoral activities, 

organising events, finance and property continue to help build a 

strong community; 

• And, there are some new folks on a Sunday with two baptisms 

already in 2018. 

 

In these ways, Dundee West is involving people, helping some 

discover a community with the compassion of Christ at its heart and 

hopefully inspiring folks as well. We are a community that welcomes 

all and is hopefully centred on the compassion of Christ, which is 

evident powerfully in communion as well as in compassionate action. 
 

GORDON 
 

EASTER SERVICES 
Thursday 29 March ~ Maundy Thursday Service 

Dundee West Church ~ 7pm 

 

Friday 30 March ~ Good Friday Service 

Dundee West Church ~ 7pm 

 

Sunday 1 April ~ Easter Day Service 

Dundee West Church ~ 11am 

******* 

Communion ~ Sunday 22 April ~ 11am 

 

 

 

 

4 



ELDERS’ SERVICE  
28 January 2018 

I read recently a quotation from Eddie Askew which said, “It is easy 

to live through a miracle without realising it.” 

 

That made me stop and think. For most of us miracles are stories of 

Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, making the lame to walk, healing 

lepers and so on. All great occasions which would make anyone stop 

and be amazed and, for those present at the event, a never-to-be-

forgotten experience, and one that they would talk about for the rest 

of their lives. Indeed, so great we are still telling these stories 2000 

years on. 

 

However, even in the Bible, given its 66 books, these amazing events 

were relatively few, but there are other stories that are maybe miracles 

and just as important in their own way. We hear the tiny mustard seed 

which grows into a large plant, the colours of birds’ feathers, and 

what about the story of creation itself! Some scientists will argue that 

if did not happen in seven days, and that is true, but it did happen and 

it did happen in stages. I think the world we live in is a miracle in 

itself. We just have to look around us to see the beauty of nature – the 

changing seasons, the colours of the sky in an early morning or 

evening, the miracle in the birth of a baby and its first steps and 

words, the love we can feel for others and them for us. 

 

If it doesn’t sound trite or irreligious, I had been considering what 

reading I could have for the Guild at its recent meeting, when I picked 

up my |Life and Work and out dropped a supplement which had a 

quotation from the Psalms. That’s it I thought! Not world shattering – 

just part of the evening devotions with a couple of dozen Guild 

members, but for me I thought it was something of a miracle that I 

should pick up the magazine upside down and out came the answer to 

my quandary. 
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We all have worried at times, and sometimes we, too, pray for 

miracles, but they don’t all come with fanfares and crowds of people 

to witness, but our prayers are answered in a way that is right for us. 

That is a miracle. 

 

Eddie Askew goes on to say, “It seems that the real miracle is not 

when God intervenes in our world to do the things we ask him to do, 

but when we begin to do the things he asks us to do.” 
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THE GUILD 

We are now approaching the end of our session with the World Day 

of Prayer on March 2nd in Logie & St.Johns Cross Church. at 7.30 

pm. 

 

Our AGM is on March 13th when Elizabeth will speak about the 

Hymns of Ira Shankey followed by Gordon chairing the Meeting. 

 

We hope to have a Soup and Sweet fundraiser after the church on 

Sunday April 8th. Tickets £5 will be available soon.  
 
       

 

 

 

 

 

ANOTHER THANK YOU 

Lydia wants to thank everyone for showing their concern for her with 

Cards etc. It was so nice of Gordon to make a visit. 

 

Please don't visit in person. Phone first and see when you will be able 

to visit. 
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A MIGHTY UNUSUAL SIGHT 

I recently came across a cutting from a newspaper of some age with 

this article from Peter Jackson of Fort Augustus. 

 

In it he said he had looked from his window towards Loch Ness one 

night. Although it was almost 11pm there were still cars on the 

Inverness-Fort Augustus road, but they had all stopped by the 

Lochside. Drivers and passengers alike were out on the road, staring 

at the loch. He went out to see what had attracted them. 

 

A wide beam of coloured lights seemed to be rising slowly from the 

dark waters of the loch. For some time, it hung there. Then just as 

mysteriously disappeared toward the mountains. The watchers were 

amazed. Who had ever heard of a rainbow in the dark? 

 

Well, a weather expert told him it WAS a rainbow – but a very rare 

kind called a lunar rainbow. It is formed in the same way as a day-

time rainbow after rain, except the light comes from the moon instead 

of the sun. Conditions have to be just right, with water vapour in the 

air to scatter light to form the colours. 
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EASTERTIDE CELEBRATIONS 

      
 

EASTER SUNDAY 

1 April at 11am 

      
 

A Service of 

Prayers, Address, Readings, Poetry, 

Choral Music and Hymns  

with trumpet accompaniment 
 

      
 

Hymns of praise then let us Sing 
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OFFICE BEARERS ON DUTY 

Sunday 11 March Sunday 18 March Sunday 25 March 

Miss C Maclachlan Mrs E Blair  Mrs S Maclachlan 

Mrs L Sharp  Mrs A Almond  Mrs P Black 

Mrs M Milne  Mrs P Turner  Miss F Will 

Sunday 1 April  Sunday 8 April  Sunday 15 April 

Mrs L Ross  Miss F Maclachlan N McGill 

J Tough   Miss E Will  Mrs D McGill 

Mrs C Sim   R Robertson  Mrs H Storey 

Sunday 22 April Sunday 29 April Sunday 6 May 

D Orrock   J Wilson   Miss C Maclachlan 

W Lakie   Mrs J Goodall  Mrs L Sharp 

Mrs C Cross  Mrs C Beattie  Mrs M Milne 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

Sunday 11 March Mrs L Ross 

Sunday 18 March Mrs R McIntosh 

Sunday 25 March Mrs M McMillan 

Sunday   1 April Mrs P Turner 

Sunday   8 April Miss F Sturrock/Mrs I Anderson 

Sunday 15 April Miss A Novak 

Sunday 22 April Mrs E Young 

Sunday 29 April Mrs A Cruickshank 

Sunday   6 May  Mr B Garland 

FLOWER DELIVERY 

Sunday 11 March Mr M Revey 

Sunday 18 March Mrs C Beattie 

Sunday 25 March Mrs A Almond 

Sunday   1 April Mrs J Hutton 

Sunday   8 April Mrs J Goodall 

Sunday 15 April Miss W Patterson 

Sunday 22 April Mrs D Taylor 

Sunday 29 April Mrs E Blair 

Sunday   6 May  Mr M Revey 
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MONEY QUIZ 
All the answers are some units of old money 

£ s d 

Tommy Steele sang in this musical……………….. 

An old type of bicycle……………………………… 

Someone who works with leather………………… 

Half a dollar……………………………………….. 

Male singer………………………………………… 

Some kind of pig…………………………………… 

A boy’s name………………………………………. 

And his girlfriend’s name maybe………………… 

Fit for a king to wear……………………………… 

A florin…………………………………………….. 

A poorly fish……………………………………….. 

This could buy a stone of potatoes……………...... 

This could buy 16 ounces of sugar……………….. 

                                     Now add up the total 

 --------------------- 

============= 
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SHEILA TENNANT AWARDS AND 

PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING: - 
Session have agreed to the completion of the three year Sheila 

Tennant awards over 2018. 

Very recently we have been awarded £4,000 of Scottish Government 

money via the Church of Scotland. This is intended for the many drop 

ins across the city which are run by churches and others to assist some 

who struggle to improve health and well-being.  Other churches in 

Scotland are also participating, but we are focusing on the city, not 

just the west end. This is appropriate bearing in mind that poverty and 

exclusion has no boundaries. 

The Session have agreed to match this award from the Sheila Tennant 

awards and along with people from Faith in Community Dundee and 

the city council we will be issuing applications very soon. This will 

culminate in an event in Dundee West during mid April when folks 

from across these drop ins and partner organisations will gather to 

hear of the applications and vote on those to be awarded money. The 

awards will range from £300 to £1,500. 

A few weeks ago we did hear from Katie Clapson of St. Salvador's 

which was awarded money from the first set of awards.  It is 

important that I push this momentum to hear from others who have 

benefited. 

This process that we are adopting with this £8,000 is called 

participatory budgeting as it empowers individuals and communities 

in allocating monies. The Dundee Decides initiative that is running at 

present by the city council is also participatory budgeting, but on a 

grander scale. 

Later in the year we can use the same process to allocate £4,000 

among groups and organisations in the building of Dundee West. This 

could really help folks to get to know each other.  Other funds from 

the awards are allocated to assist young people visit the Taize 

ecumenical community later in the year. 

All of these fit very well with what Sheila was about and assists 

Dundee West to let people in Dundee see that church is about 

connecting, sharing and living as Christ calls all to live.  
12 



WHAT DOES JESUS SAY? (WDJS) 

Discussions on what Jesus says and might say have been held for 

several years now.  

Other churches like the Gate, Logies and the Steeple hold Alpha 

Courses to help folks both find and grow in faith. 

Dundee West can and does provide something different in the 

Progressive Christianity meetings, the new Soul-Space 

meditation/conversation sessions and in What Does Jesus Say.  These 

activities create spaces for anyone to engage in friendship, learning 

and growing. 

I remain of the view that WDJS provides a key opportunity for both 

church folk and others to explore what faith looks like for today.  My 

plans are to hold discussions around the following topics during April 

and May that can help folk relate the message of Jesus to the present 

day and our own lives.  These discussions can be attended in full or in 

part as each one should be stand alone and are as follows: - 

What Does Jesus Say? 

• 5th April - Are the source materials reliable? 

• 12th April - Are all the words of Jesus in the gospels 

authentically his words? 

• 19th April - What is the context of Jesus' life? 

• 26th April - Re-discovering the parables (1). 

• 3rd May - Re-discovering the parables (2). 

• 10th May - Miracles - their meaning? 

• 17th May - What did Jesus believe, especially about himself? 

• 24th May - His death (why?) and thereafter? 

• 31st May - Being followers of the way today. 

It will be necessary to produce publicity for these sessions along with 

the other activities mentioned and Sunday mornings. Also, it is 

important to give others in congregations like Logies and Balgay the 

opportunity to attend as they are both part of the cluster of churches 

that includes ourselves.  But, folks may know people in others 

churches or none who may find the above of interest. 
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THE QUAKER MOVEMENT ~ THE 
STORY OF JAMES FOX 

In 1643, George Fox, a shoemaker from Leicestershire, began a 

preaching tour during the course of which he was able to implant into 

the hearts of his listeners his belief that it was not necessary to be an 

ordained minister to preach the word of Christ only in a consecrated 

building. 

All could seek salvation through his “Gospel of Brotherly Love,” 

whose fellow believers became known as “The Society of Friends.” 

The Anglican Faith imposed many restrictions on those who were 

financially unable to subscribe to the ubiquitous imposition of tithing 

and compulsory attendance at morning worship. Fox led the thriving 

popular movement among the growing population which was 

flooding the towns from the countryside, where landowners were 

taking over land from the small farmer and enclosing vast areas into 

livestock production, resulting in mass unemployment and general 

discontentment in the working classes. In these early days, the church 

was a place of worship for the upper classes. 

Non-compliance with church law resulted in the wholesale 

persecution of the dissenting minority, who suffered imprisonment 

and in many cases transportation, particularly to the American 

colonies where the Quaker movement found root and prospered, 

thanks to the missionary message that brotherly love was available for 

all, regardless of class or creed. Most of us think immediately of the 

city of Philadelphia “city of brotherly love.” 

What made the Quaker different from other religious organisations? 

In the early days, this distracting name referred to the adherent 

trembling before the Word of God! For both men and women, 

clothing was of a simple form with no ornamentation. 
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Worldly pleasures were frowned upon. Theatre going, the playing of 

cards, any form of joyful music and dance were all without this 

group’s remit! More anger was engendered by the use of the familiar 

singular greeting of “THOU” toward rich and poor. 

The Quaker presence in Parliament aided the successful abolition of 

the notorious slave trade in the British Empire and yet even at home, 

housing conditions for the masses were a disgrace, as was the diet 

suffered by the unemployed. Escape from such conditions resulted in 

the consumption of alcohol, for temporary relief. 

Towards the solution of this social problem, many well-known 

Quakers turned to the manufacture of chocolate as a suitable healthy 

substitute for alcohol and also undertook the construction of well-built 

dwellings for their workers and greatly improved the working 

environment. How many of us, as children, have spent a few pennies 

before undertaking a train journey from one of Mr. Fry’s chocolate 

machines? But, perhaps you are too young to remember! 

In any case, it is right that we should recall the work of the Society of 

Friends and other Christian organisations that continue so much good 

social work at home and abroad. 

In spite of diminishing numbers in the 21st Century the social work of 

the Church goes from strength to strength! 
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CHRISTIAN AID 

TAY BRIDGE CROSS 2018 

The Tay Bridge Cross for 2018 will be held on Saturday 21 April 

from 2pm onwards. 

Sponsor forms will be available from Alison Almond from Sunday 4 

March until Sunday 1 April. 

Please consider joining the walkers and contributing to this 

worthwhile cause. 

The sooner you have your sponsor forms the more time you will have 

to find sponsors. 
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STARTER PACKS 

The management committee of Dundee Starter Packs wish to thank 

everyone who has donated goods to them in the past year and 

especially to Elizabeth Young for delivering the goods to our 

premises. 

 

Over the Christmas and New Year period our premises were flooded 

and apart from a lot of mopping up, we lost a number of electrical 

items which had been donated. If anyone has any electrical goods 

such as kettles, irons or toasters which you no longer require we 

would be very happy if you could donate them to us. 
 

THANK YOU 
I was surprised and delighted to receive the church flowers on the last 

Sunday of the year in recognition of the time I spent as a leader with 

the Girls’ Brigade. Thank you to everyone in the church for thinking 

about me. Although I have now retired from office I am still 

interested in the work of the Girls’ Brigade in Dundee West Church 

and wish them all the best for the future. 

 

(Both these letters were from Margaret Morrison, in her capacity of 

Treasurer of Starter Packs and as retired Lieutenant of the 10th 

Dundee Girls’ Brigade.) 
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THE LUCKY PIN 
‘See a pin and pick it up 

and all the day you’ll have good luck’ 

Well, yesterday, I found a pin 

No change of luck, no lottery win. 

The hours passes, my hopes were daunted. 

Where were the jewels 

I might have flaunted? 

Bigger house? The better car? 

The holidays to lands afar? 

My faith in pins completely dented 

I felt let down and discontented. 

 

Now the simple truth has struck me. 

I am rich, and I am lucky! 

Rich in friends and family; 

Lucky in Life’s lottery. 

Happy, healthy, comfy home. 

Food and warmth, no cause to moan. 

Blessings I cannot ignore; 

Everything I need, and more. 

I dismissed your powers as nonsense. 

Luck Pin. You pricked my conscience! 
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The Joy of Socks 
Once again on Christmas Day, beneath my tree I found a multitude of 

socks my loving family had sent round. Ankle socks, medium socks 

and socks up to the knee -  and not just bought in single pairs but 

bought in packs of three. Gaudy socks and dowdy socks and 

chequered socks galore; and even some bright tartan socks (from 

whom I’m not quite sure). I’m quite a fan of socks, you know; I’m 

glad I got twelve dozen. I’m grateful to my distant aunts, my uncles 

and my cousin. For socks have many uses which don’t involve the 

feet. From lagging pipes to stopping draughts, they really work a 

treat. Just four will make a woolly hat that looks good anywhere, or 

staple six together and you’ve got a belt to wear. A pair will make 

some handy gloves for when the weather’s cold; and three will make 

a natty tie (the pattern must be bold). With 98 and just an hour or two 

of careful sewing you’ve got yourself a quilt to keep you warm when 

it starts snowing.  

Oh yes, I love my socks; they serve me very well. But please, next 

year could someone get me Talc – or shower gel? 

 

 
 

Weekdays Continued 

Monday 26 March :  7.30 pm   : P.C.N 

Thursday 29 March :  2.00 pm   : What does Jesus Say 

Monday    2 April :  7.30 pm   : Soul Space 

Monday  16 April :  7.30 pm   :  Soul Space 

Saturday 21 April    Tay Bridge Cross 

Monday  23 April :  7.30 pm   : P.C.N 

Tuesday  24 April :  7.30 pm   : Kirk Session 

Thursday 26 April :  2.00 pm   : What does Jesus say 



CALENDAR 

WORSHIP 

Sunday 11 March :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Kirk Session meets after  

       service 

       Coffee after service 

Sunday 18 March :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Stated Annual Meeting 

       No Coffee after service 

Sunday 25 March :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Coffee after service 

Thursday 29 March :  7.00 pm   : Maundy Thursday Service 

Friday   30 March :  7.00 pm   : Good Friday Service 

Sunday   1 April  :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Easter Sunday 

       Coffee after service 

Sunday   8 April  :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Soup & Pudding lunch 

Sunday 15 April  :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Coffee after service 

Sunday 22 April  :  11.00 am  : Rev Jack Laidlaw 

       Communion 

       Coffee after service 

Sunday 29 April  :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Coffee after service 

       Grapevine material due 

Sunday   6 May  :  11.00 am  : Gordon Sharp 

       Coffee after service 

       Grapevine available. 

WEEKDAYS 

Tuesday 13 March :  7.30 pm   : The Guild ~ AGM 

       plus hymns of Ira Shankey 

Monday 19 March :  7.30 pm   : Soul Space 

20 


