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SUMMER 

➢ 1. Dog days of summer 

The phrase 'dogs days of summer' used to refer to sweltering summer days has 

more to do with the stars than dogs. Star Sirius was so bright that the Romans 

believed it gave extra heat to the sun and was responsible for hot days in 

summer. 

➢ 2. It's the most thundery time of the year 

➢ 3. Snow in June 

On 2 June 1975 snow showers forced the abandonment of several cricket 

matches across the country. The coldest temperature ever recorded in summer in 

the UK is -5.6 C recorded on the 9 June 1955 in Dalwhinnie. 

➢ 4. Height of summer 

Did you know that on a hot day in Paris, the Eiffel Tower grows taller by 17cm? 
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PASTORAL LETTER 
 

In this Grapevine there is also a brief update from this year's General Assembly, 

said by some to be the most important since 1929.   The message of the 

Assembly may be summed up in the call to follow Jesus and make disciples.   It 

we do wonder about church sometimes, whether or not it will survive, whether or 

not it's worth it, then it's important to focus on the key element of church. 

 

Jesus gives to us, to the world, a Way of Life. We see this in His own life, in his 

teaching and in his death and resurrection.  Essentially, the Way of Life is 

sacrifice.   This is when we know the worth of life, the beauty of life and have 

come to love the world in a way that makes us want to give.  When we love the 

world we can give with purpose and without demeaning ourselves.  We will find 

a balance in how we live, but we will know that life isn't about ourselves - it's 

much, much more than us. 

 

We will see and feel ourselves as part of something much bigger than ourselves 

when we know the meaning of sacrifice.  When the Way of Jesus, the Way of 

Life, finds a home in our souls, in our actions - then there is a better world, of 

this I have no doubt. 

 

It's not that we have a monopoly on the Way of Life - we don't. We may consider 

Jesus as the founder of the Church, but He and the Way of Life is much bigger 

than any institution. The Way of Life that we know in Jesus is like the very fabric 

of the universe, the very grain of existence. This is Good News, that In Christ we 

have the Way of Life in human form, even death no longer dictates or determines 

how we live. There is wholeness, fullness to be found. 

 

We may ponder about the church, but the Way of Life, the Way of Christ - is for 

everlasting and it will always find a place in our souls. 
 

GORDON                        
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY - 2019 
 

This year's Assembly of the Church of Scotland led to some momentous 

decisions about the structure of the Church of Scotland.   

 

In relation to structure there is no longer a Council of Assembly as the main 

committee of the Church. There is now a group of twelve trustees appointed by 

the Assembly. This removes the unwieldy nature of the Council of Assembly and 

the conflict of interest existed for Convener's of other Councils.  The individuals 

who make up the twelve have a range of experience and skills that provide for an 

able board.  As well as this change there will only be two other Councils of 

Assembly. These will be formed by the mergers of Ministries with Mission and 

Discipleship and World Mission with Church and Society.  More than this the 

central support of the Church of Scotland will be more outward facing and 

supportive of congregations.  In addition to these central changes the number of 

Presbyteries will be reduced from 45 to around 12.  It is recognised that 

Presbyteries are under staffed and often unable to fulfil their duties.  This change 

should improve the capacity of Presbyteries to both support and oversee much of 

the work of congregations. 

The last administrative change to mention is the plan to reduce the number of 

elders that sit on Kirk Sessions, again this is an attempt to create more efficient 

structures within the Church. 

 

These were some of the decisions of the Assembly of 2019.  It was recognised by 

everyone however, that such changes do not make for efficiency and 

effectiveness themselves.  Efficiency and Effectiveness will come from the 

commitment to follow Jesus in our love of the world. 

 

Many of the Assembly decisions are already being discussed and planned.  The 

shortage of Ministers remains the same and will worsen as expected.  What has 

to change is the decline in membership and rising costs.  Perhaps a rationalisation 

of local churches is required - who knows?  What we do know is that looking 

inward to make changes will not give life to the Church.  What will give life is 

the love of God in the hearts and minds of people. 
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THE STATED ANNUAL MEETING 
ON 5 MAY 2019 

 

Custom was, when we had a Congregational Board, that the presentation of the 

accounts was done at a slightly more ‘high profile’ meeting of the congregation.  

Since the adoption of the Unitary Constitution, and hence the disbanding of the 

Board, the SAM has had a lower profile.  Latterly the accounts must be prepared 

by a firm of accountants from the work done by the Treasurer in a form to be 

ratified by the Trustees (ie the Kirk Session), not the congregation. 

What we have lost – or rather not taken advantage of – was the opportunity to 

communicate effectively between Session and the congregation.  Our members 

loyally turn up on Sundays and on many other occasions, but those who organise 

so much on a weekly basis are largely unrecognised. 

Of course, it is impossible to specifically thank everyone so involved, but I hope 

that this year’s SAM went some way to addressing that imbalance. 

We are facing significant new challenges in terms of a vacancy process only 

permitted by Dundee Presbytery in 2018 despite Andrew Greaves having retired 

as our Minister in December 2015. 

Members may not generally be aware of the large number of occasions that our 

premises are used throughout the week, by our own organisations and by many 

others.  Rather than simply listing these, I tried to communicate these through 

words which loosely follow the format of a song by Gilbert and Sullivan.  The 

scanning may not be perfect, the rhyming often amiss, but the encouragement for 

the congregation to continue our work for ourselves and for the community is 

clear.  Enjoy as you hum your way through ‘Modern Church Ministry’ from ‘The 

Pirates of Dundee West’. 

P.S. 

When Bill was reporting his and the congregation’s thanks to everyone in the 

congregation for everything they do for Dundee West, he obviously missed out 

the work that he himself does, meeting with contractors, weekly input on the 

screen plus many other jobs around the building. From everyone, Bill, our 

thanks. 
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THE GUILD 
On 15 June the Guild held this year’s Strawberry Fair. The weather was kind and 

the sun shone which was nice and brought a few new friends, particularly from 

other churches in the town. We love having visitors! The sum raised was £1,050 

– little down from last year – but none the less we are still happy with the result. 

It is not all about making money, the social aspect is every bit, or perhaps even 

more, important. As I mentioned the next day, the whole is only as good as its 

parts, and, so, many thanks to all who helped and to those who came along to 

support it. 

         
 

The National Committee of the Guild agreed for the future to bring forward the 

timing of Guild Week from its traditional date in November to follow on from the 

National Guild Gathering at the beginning of September. This year it will run 

from 15th to 18th September, and members of the Guild will lead the morning 

service on Sunday 8th. 

During that week we are also planning to hold a GUILD QUIZ NIGHT on 

Tuesday 10th. We have checked with the Badminton Club, and they have no 

plans at the moment and so we thought we would give it a try. The quiz has been 

set by staff at the Guild Office in Edinburgh. There will be prizes for the best 

team, and we hope to have a raffle as well. 

The emphasis, as always is on fun and so we invite you to make up teams of, say 

3-6 friends and family, all ages welcome. The tickets will be available nearer the 

time, but please do put the date in your diary. 
 

         
 

Another note for the diary – the new session will start on 24 September. We are 

just finalising the syllabus at the moment and full details of dates and speakers 

will be ready for the next issue of the Grapevine. 
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GOODBYE 
In August we say goodbye to Happy Nyiarongo. Happy has faithfully attended 

Dundee West Church while studying at the University. He returns to Malawi on 

27 August and we wish him well in his science studies back home. 
 

ROSEANGLE BADMINTON CLUB 
 

Roseangle Badminton Club, which moved from McCheyne – or rather St Peter’s 

McCheyne – before the last union of these congregations continues to thrive.  

The club retains a loyal membership, the basis of which has remained constant 

for a number of years. 

 

In particular the membership – and playing ability – has been enhanced in recent 

years by an influx of members working in the NHS or studying at Dundee 

University for degrees in medicine or studying for a variety of degrees at Abertay 

University.  There are also some members working in the ‘computer industry’ – 

my loose description for jobs which are well beyond my understanding!   

 

The really encouraging aspect is that they remain with the club throughout their 

time in Dundee, ensuring that we have a significant proportion of players in their 

20’s and early 30’s (as well as some of an older generation) and a roughly 50:50 

gender balance. 

 

The club has always had a team in the local league – Dundee Area Badminton 

Association or DABA for short – and this season finished third in division 1. The 

top two teams, Dundee University and Dundee Nomads, were well clear of the 

rest but were each run close by Roseangle in one of their meetings – a feat which 

no other team achieved. 

 

The Handicap Cup was re-introduced in 2009 and the Roseangle team were 

runners up to Dundee University this season, losing by 3-2 in the final. 
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Doubles Leagues have also been introduced, essentially for players not regularly 

in the main league.  The Roseangle men’s team were runners up, losing out only 

on countback, and the ladies’ team were also runners up in their division. 

 

The final of the mixed doubles in the DABA Senior Handicap Tournament 

featured four players from Roseangle.  Fiona Pittman and Chris Smith had a 

narrow 2-1 win over Seona Stalker and John Dunn in an enthralling three set 

match, the highlight of the tournament.  Fiona and Seona were also winners of 

the Ladies Doubles. 

 

Playing the game is important, playing the game well or at least to the best of 

one’s ability is important, but so is the friendship off the court, and this is 

displayed in abundance by all the members and occasional visitors.  Regular 

attendances of ten plus are testament to these attributes – even though there is 

only one court. 

 

The club has also been well represented on the DABA committee for many 

years.  I had the honour of being President for the past 11 years – my role being 

mainly as facilitator for others.  Trevor Walkinshaw has been involved in Youth 

initiatives and coaching for many years and John Dunn, nominally DABA 

Treasurer, has driven forward several initiatives for youth and all other players, 

all of which are proving highly successful. 

 

We look forward to another season which may or may not be as successful in 

playing terms, but which will surely be just as enjoyable on and off the court. 
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OFFICE BEARERS ON DUTY 

Sunday 14 July  Sunday 21 July  Sunday 28 July 

D Orrock   J Wilson   Miss C Maclachlan 

W Lakie   Mrs J Goodall  Mrs L Sharp 

Mrs C Cross  Mrs C Beattie  Mrs M Milne 

Sunday 4 Aug  Sunday 11 Aug  Sunday 18 Aug 

Mrs E Blair  Mrs S Maclachlan Mrs L Ross 

Mrs A Almond  Mrs P Black  J Tough 

Mrs P Turner      Mrs C Sim 

  Sunday 25 Aug  Sunday 1 Sept 

  Miss F Maclachlan Mr N McGill 

  Miss E Will  Mrs D McGill 

  R Robertson  Miss W Patterson 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

Sunday 14 July  Mrs A Coleman 

Sunday 21 July  Mrs C Webb 

Sunday 28 July  Mrs D McGill 

Sunday   4 Aug  Mr & Mrs Preece 

Sunday 11 Aug  Mr R Paton 

Sunday 18 Aug  Mrs M Milne 

Sunday 25 Aug  Mrs T Wallace 

Sunday   1 Sept  Mrs J Goodall 
 

FLOWER DELIVERY 

Sunday 14 July  Mrs D Taylor 

Sunday 21 July  Mrs E Blair 

Sunday 28 July  Mr M Revey 

Sunday   4 Aug  Mrs C Beattie 

Sunday 11 Aug  Mrs A Almond 

Sunday 18 Aug  Mrs J Hutton 

Sunday 25 Aug  Mrs J Goodall 

Sunday   1 Sept  Miss W Patterson 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

During Christian Aid Week as a result of the activity and generosity 

of members of the congregation the sum of £1655 was raised in 

support of the work of Christian Aid. This comprised the sum of 

£956 sponsorship money obtained by the team of 7 members who 

took part in the Tay Bridge Cross on 11th May.  Thanks are due to 

them and to Alison Almond who coordinated this effort. 

This was augmented by £429 donated in the pew envelopes, and 

£130 from the Christian Aid Lunch on Sunday 12th May, the 

arrangement of which was superbly managed as in past years by 

the Guild, who also made a donation of £100 from their own funds.  

£40 also came as a donation from income earned from the 

Bookstall. 
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“A FORGOTTEN VISIONARY” 
 

Isn’t it a fact that we don’t always know the history of people and places virtually 

on our doorstep? 

Some time ago Eddie Small, a Lecturer at Dundee University, spoke to the Guild 

about “The Four Mary’s” – not Mary Queen of Scots and her three ladies in 

waiting, the story which will spring to many of our minds from our school 

history lessons – but four Marys from our own city: Mary Slessor, Mary Baxter, 

Mary Brooksbank, and Mary Lily Walker. 

I don’t think there will be too many of us who are not well acquainted with the 

life story of Mary Slessor and her missionary work in and around Calabar in 

Africa. Some of you will have heard of Mary Brooksbank, a worker in a jute 

mill, who became a strong union leader and champion of better working 

conditions.  She was also the writer of the song, “Oh dear me, the mill’s rinnin’ 

fest”. A few of you might even also know that it was Mary Baxter (of the Baxter 

Brothers dynasty) who gifted University College to Dundee with a mandate that 

women should, and would, be allowed exactly the same educational 

opportunities and experiences as men, a highly enlightened, controversial, and 

ground-breaking concept for the time and the first in Scotland. 

However, it is one of the first women to take up a place in the newly established 

University College who really caught my attention – Mary Lily Walker. She was 

born on Sunday 5 July 1863 at 152 Perth Road – just a few yards along the road 

from Dundee West! Who was she? Until I heard Eddie Small talk and 

subsequently read his book I didn’t know too much about her, and yet she spend 

most of her life in and around the West End, in the streets and parts of the town 

in which I, too, had been brought up. 

I wouldn’t, and couldn’t, reiterate her whole life story here but I would 

encourage any of you also interested in her life to read Eddie Small’s book, 

“Forgotten Visionary of Dundee”. 

Many years ago whilst on holiday I came across the lovely little market town of 

Kirkby Lonsdale, not too far from Kendal in Cumbria.  The sun was shining, 

there were some old style shops, and a park by the edge of 
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the River Lune to have a picnic. It seemed idyllic that day, so much so that we 

have often stopped since when in that area. Well, I learned that Mary Lily 

Walker’s mother came from Kirkby Lonsdale, and I was immediately interested. 

Mary’s father was a solicitor in Dundee who had been widowed and left with six 

children. He was alone for a number of years after the death of his first wife 

before remarrying, this time Mary Anne Allen, 25 years his junior, and together 

went on to have Mary Lily and her brother, Arthur, with his new wife. Mary Lily 

only lived fifty years but so much did she accomplish in that time. 

The family moved between housed in the West End. From Perth Road they 

moved to 61 Magdalen Yard Road which remained the main home for several of 

the family for many years. (AT this time William McGonagall lived with his 

wife and seven children just round the corner in Step Row). As a child she 

attended the newly opened school, Tayside House, at 162 Nethergate to and from 

which she walked daily up Roseangle. She spent time at other addresses, 

including Windsor Terrace, but in her adult years lived at what was to become 

the Grey Lodge and it was from there she did most of her work. Her father 

belonged to the United Free Church and attended St Peter’s Church. Her mother 

was an Episcopalian and went to St Paul’s Cathedral. Mary shared her time 

between both churches. 

Her family background and education suggests a privileged life, and, indeed, it 

was to a certain extent. However, she and other members of her family were 

aware of the poor housing, sanitary, working conditions and life in general for 

many in the city. At University she got involved in the Dundee Social Union and 

went on from there to devote her entire life to the improvement of living and 

working conditions for the poor of Dundee. Today there remains a refuge centre 

named after her, providing much needed care for many. 

Mary was buried in Balgay Cemetery, many of her family in the Western 

Cemetery. Most of her life was spent within a short radius of what was to 

become Dundee West Church and yet I am not sure how much of her is known 

and by how many. 
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CHALLENGE AND CHANCE             
“Through the Year with William Barclay” 

 

We continue to live in a world in which values have gone mad. The world sets its 

highest value on that which entertains. 

The weekly wage of a star footballer, a successful comedian and a popular writer, 

would enable us to lead a life of reasonable luxury. 

So much for the present day situation, but what of times long past? 

Barclay reminds his reader of the strangest parallel with the Roman society of the 

time when Christianity came into this world. It would be difficult to find any age 

in world history when so much was spent on food as it was then.  Tacitus tells us 

of single banquets which cost as much as £500. Senecca tells us of a dinner at 

which the dishes included peacock’s brains and nightingales’ tongues. Suetonius 

tells us that the Emperor Vitellius set on the table at one banquet 2000 fish and 

7000 birds and that in a reign of less than a year he managed to spend more than 

£ 3,000,000 on food. The elder Pliny speaks of a Roman bride, Lollia Paulina, 

dressed in a bridal outfit costing £423,000. 

Barclay concludes that an age which pours out money on its pleasures is a 

decadent age in which the Roman world was trying to escape from the weariness 

and the boredom which had it in its grip. 

In order to illustrate his point, he quotes from a poem by Matthew Arnold: 

 

In that hard pagan world disgust 

And secret loathing fell; 

Deep weariness and lust 

Made human life a shell. 

In his cool hall, with haggard eyes, 

The Roman noble lay; 

He drove abroad in furious guise 

Along the Appian Way; 
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He made a feast, drank fierce and fast, 

And crowned his hair with flowers – 

Nor easier nor quicker passed 

The impracticable hours. 

Extravagance is always a sign of the desire to escape. It is hard to avoid the 

conclusion that we are, today living in an age of decadence. Here lies the chance 

for the Church to take the lead to show the world a more equitably way of 

conducting its national policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SECURITY 

As we are currently reviewing our security arrangements within the church 

buildings, a meeting of all key holders will take place on Tuesday 27 August at 

7pm in the Upper Hall. It would be appreciated if all key holders within the 

congregation could attend to discuss the situation and also need to change the 

alarm code. 

Please let Anne Coleman (ann.coleman@btinternet.com) or Bill Garland 

(billgarlan@aol.com) know if you cannot attend. 
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EVENING PRAYER IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

I was in a bus going down the autobahn on my holiday trip to Germany when I 

mentioned to my tour organiser that I had heard about the Frauen Kirche in 

Dresden. This was the church which had been flattened during the Allied 

bombing and then completely rebuilt. 

He said he thought there was a service in English on the third Sunday every 

month. He then proceeded to get on his mobile phone and discovered that there 

was indeed a service today at 6pm and I said I would love to go. Another 2 ladies 

said they would also like to go 

We set off after we had found our rooms in our hotel and arrived at the church to 

take part in the Easter service. 

This was a truly moving experience. The whole service was explained, and we 

followed and joined in the hymns which were accompanied by a wonderful 

organist. 

The highlight was the sermon preached by Rev’d Franc Eccleston from 

Yorkshire on doubting Thomas. There she was a lovely blonde lady wearing her 

robes preaching this moving sermon in a church where the sun shone through the 

stained-glass windows. The organist then played a rousing tune after the 

Dismissal. The two ladies who were with me excused themselves as our welcome 

dinner was due to start at 7.30 in our hotel. 

 After the collection was taken, the Vicar invited us all to join him for a meal in a 

near bye café. I was very keen to take up his offer but thought I should get back 

to my hotel for our welcome dinner. I thought I knew my way back to the 

hotel!!!!  I started off in the lovely evening sunshine walking along the banks of 

the river Elbe but after a while I wasn’t certain I knew where I was going. 

I finally arrived back at the hotel 1 and a half hours later to find Mike (the tour 

guide) really worried about me. He had even been out looking and had tried 

phoning my mobile. Which I had switched off before going into church. I was 

really silly, but you sometimes do things on the spur of the moment and 

fortunately it turned out well. 
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CALENDAR 

WORSHIP 

Sunday 14 July  :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

Sunday 21 July  :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

Sunday 28 July  :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

Sunday   4 Aug  :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

Sunday 11 Aug  :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

Sunday 18 Aug  :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

Sunday 25 Aug  :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

        Material for Grapevine due 

Sunday   1 Sept   :  11.00 am  :  Gordon Sharp 

        Coffee after service 

        Grapevine available 
 

WEEKDAYS 

Tuesday 13 Aug  :  7.30 pm  :  Kirk Session 
 

 

GRAPEVINE 
Material for the September/October issue of the Grapevine should be with the 

Editorial Team by Sunday 25 August, for publication and uplift by the 

Congregational Visitors from Sunday 1 September. 
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